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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 



1. This is in response to the amendment filed on February 23, 2004, in which claims 1-12 
remain pending for examination. Examiner discusses the limitations of claim 12 in the following 
rejection. 



2. The references cited in the information disclosure statement (IDS) filed on March 11, 
2004, comply with the provisions of MPEP 609. It has been placed in the application file. The 
information referred to therein has been considered as to merits. 

Drawings 

3. Examiner accepts the drawings include changes to 1-3B. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being incomplete for 
omitting essential steps, such omission amounting to a gap between the steps. See MPEP 

§ 2172.01. The preamble of claim 12 recites a method for searching, however, the claim 
limitations provide only a step for registering keywords, there is no indication on how the 
claimed method for searching is performed. The omitted step is "a search unit". 



Information Disclosure Statement 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre- AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable by U.S. Patent No. 
6,061,738 issued to Osaku (hereinafter "Osaku"). 

As per claim 12, Osaku discloses, "a method for searching for an address of desired 
information on a network based on search information associated with the desired information", 
(see col. 8, lines 40-47), the method comprising: 

"registering predetermined search information (see fig. 14, elements 292, 294, 296) used 
as a keyword for searching for the address of the desired information on the network for each of 
a plurality of categories into which information is classified" as simplified network address is 
input to the client for a network accessible resource is first passed to the client search engine 
which uses the simplified network address as a search key for searching the selected 
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correspondence relations located on the client cache, if a correspondence relation matching the 
key is located on the cache, in which the client search engine returns a corresponding URL, 
which in the present example we assume is URL2. Having found a corresponding URL within 
the client cache, the client uses the URL2 to form a network access command <http://URL2/> 
which is addressed to a network resource having a copy of a network file corresponding to the 
simplified network address input by the user, (see Osaku col. 9, lines 20-39), and column 8, lines 
39-58. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Related Art 
(hereinafter "Related Art") in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,06 1,738 issued to Osaku (hereinafter 
"Osaku"). 

As per claim 1, Related Art discloses, "a search unit that determines a category of an 
address designated for registration based on a definition entry and a selection record of a menu", 
(see figure 1, page 2, lines 26-32); and 

"a registration unit that registers an address in the category", (see figure 1, element SI 6, 
page 3, line 30 to page 4, line 1), 
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"wherein predefined search information is registered for each category", (see page 4, 
lines 3 1-34). Related Art does not explicitly disclose a search support device in which an 
address indicating a location of information accessible on a network is registered, and 
predetermined search information is used as a keyword for searching for the address indicating a 
location of desired information accessible on the network . However, Osaku discloses when a 
simplified network address is input to the client for a network accessible resource is first passed 
to the client search engine which uses the simplified network address as a search key for 
searching the selected correspondence relations located on the client cache, if a correspondence 
relation matching the key is located on the cache, in which the client search engine returns a 
corresponding URL, which in the present example we assume is URL2. Having found a 
corresponding URL within the client cache, the client uses the URL2 to form a network access 
command <http://URL2/> which is addressed to a network resource having a copy of a network 
file corresponding to the simplified network address input by the user, (see Osaku col. 9, lines 
20-39), and column 8, lines 39-58. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the combined teachings of Related Art and Osaku. Such modification would 
allow the teachings of Related Art and Osaku to provide novel methods and systems for 
accessing a network URL through pre-assigned simplified network addresses, (see Osaku col. 1 , 
line 66 to col 2, line 1). 

As per claim 2, Related Art discloses, "wherein the registration unit registers the address 
designated for registration in the category containing the registered address the registered address 
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when located at the same level as the address designated for registration", (see page 4, lines 15- 
19). 

As per claim 3, in addition to claim 1, Related Art discloses, "determining a category of 
an address designated for registration based on a definition entry and a selection record of a 
menu", (see page 4, line 1 1 to page 5, line 2). 

As per claim 4, in addition to claim 1, Related Art discloses, "a category menu storage 
unit that stores a category menu in which predetermined categories are listed up" as the 
information including the URL address of each registered homepage is registered as the list of 
registered bookmarks, (see figure 3, page 4, lines 15-19). 

As per claim 5, in addition to claims 1 and 3, Related Art further discloses, "a display 
unit that displays an address in another form indicating the location of desired information 
detected based on the search information generated by the search information generating unit", 
(see figures 2 and 3, page 2, line 26 to page 3, line 22). 

As per claim 6, Related Art further discloses, "an address selection unit that selects the 
address registered in the category menu so as to make an access to the location of the desired 
information", (see figures 2 and 3, page 2, line 26 to page 3, line 22). 
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As per claim 7, Related Art discloses, "an icon conversion unit that visually changes the 
category in which the address is registered by the address registration unit" (see figures 2 and 3, 
page 2, line 26 to page 3, line 22). 

As per claim 8, in addition to claim 1, Related Art discloses, "storing a category menu in 
which predetermined categories are listed up" as the information including the URL address of 
each registered homepage is registered as the list of registered bookmarks, (see figure 3, page 4, 
lines 15-19). 

As per claim 9, in addition to claim 1, Related Art discloses, "a procedure for classifying 
the address in accordance with a category related to information that can be accessed at the 
address", (see page 4, line 1 1 to page 5, line 2). 

"a procedure for registering the address classified in accordance with the category", (see 
figure 1, element S16, page 3, line 30 to page 4, line 1). 

As per claim 10, in addition to claim 1, Related Art discloses, "a procedure for generating 
search information associated with a category selected from the category menu" as the 
information including the URL address of each registered homepage is registered as the list of 
registered bookmarks, (see figure 3, page 4, lines 15-19); and 

"a procedure for registering the address classified in accordance with the category", (see 
figure 1, element SI 6, page 3, line 30 to page 4, line 1). 
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As per claim 11, Related Art discloses, "wherein the program further includes a 
procedure for generating the category menu", (see figure 3(A, B). 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean B Fleurantin whose telephone number is 703-308-6718. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John B Breene can be reached on 703-305-9790. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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